BALLARAT FIELD ASR ALISTS CLUB 


PRESIDEN iT: Mr. We } bison eh 1320 Dana St. 
SECRETARY; Mr. P.Fry, 119 Stawell St. 
TREASURAR: Mr. S. Reynolds, 22 Howitt St. 


EDITOR: Miss E, Fry, Phone 326454 
NEXT MEETING: NXT EACURSION: 
Friday 5th March, 1976 AS IT IS BEGONIA WEEKEND THERE IS ; 


Gentral Technical School, épm i 
Speaker: Mr Greg Binns, who will NO ExCususlON ORGANISED, . ‘ 
tell us about his recent trip i 
overseas. 


LAST MEETING: 
6th February, 1976 

Mr Alan Sonsee gave an interesting talk on “erns, explaining why they 
erew in certain places, for example, 30 many feet down a mine shaft. 
This is to protect them from the wind and cui. He alao brought some 

fern specimens. 


Last BIS SO 
The last excursion was to the Crossins, and only two cars turned up. : 
Although we aida! ¢ have all that many exciting Sightings, we did enjoy 
ourselves, even when it rained. ‘ie solved that by putting up beach 
unbrellas. The question is, i8 it worth running these excursions when 
only a handful of members are going to tuin up? What do other memberg 
think? Members! excuses last month were "Fcbruary is taohot! but out: 
in the bush it was cool (Sunday was a cool day with a thunderstorm at | 
the end of it) and the bush was seen uader a different light from the | 
threatening thunderstorm clouds. Even if you don't sce anything im- } 
portant, isn't it cnough just to have fu? 
— Hditor | 


The Editor hears from a reliable (?) source that the McKenzies hai a 
‘snake roaming about in their garaze. \fter a truitless search to Lo- | 
cats it, the McKenzics supposed it had gone. On the arrival of vis- 


itors, Mr Mekenzie went to put on his shoes...O0ne foot went in but the 
other didn't....Guess who yelled.... lucky he wasnt bitten. 


= 9S 


DECHMBER EXCGURSICN 

Under the expert leadership af Roger Thomas and Wally Coles, we had ah 
intersting and cnjoyable afternoon out et the Clunes swamps. Many 
birds were sighted, and some members were cathusiastic cnough to wade 
about 100 yards o: so out to the nesting arcas. Martin Rotherham was 
the smartest; he took along a rubber raft. We went into Mt Beckworsl: 
for tea, and while there we nocd several tiny ducks swimning about on a 
dam nearby. 


DURICG THE GRIST AS holidays, onc of our members < neived a litclong 
ambation. Esther MeLenchan visited a neice in Canberra, and was del : 
ighted to find that her neicc's husband had a kayak. So all toghether’ 
they went for a cruise down the Murvumbidgec River. Since Esther was 
tuclve ghc hes drcamcd of travelling down e river in a canoe, and has 
now achieved it. 


SHARKy 4)! 

With all the -ublicity about sharks with the movie ‘Jaws! members may be 
interestca in this following articlc.on sharks found around our coastal 
Waters. 

’  Qné of the comnoncst spccies is the blackti. shark. This i8 a 
‘small! ghork, usvally about 2 metres long. It is recognised by the 
black or dark brows tivs on all fins. These sharks move in with the 
flooding tide in svarms. Although they are sccking food, therc is no 
record of an attack on man by them. The grcy nurse is a shark that has 
a reputation thet fur excccds its rccord as a man-catcr. It has bccn 
blam.d for many attacks but is really a pclatively non-aggressive and 
fairly harmless spccics. It has a icarsome arrey of long curved tecth, 
but these are csscutially for grasping fish, 

The larger whalcrs arc probably the most dangcrous sharks to be 
found around the recfs, because they arc common and very fast swimmers. 
Tho common wheler is a powcrful heavily built shark which grows to about 
4, mctres. This spccics has formidible scrratcad tseth, the upper oncs 
boing broadly triangular and ercet, the lower oncs narrowcr with wide 
besces. The bronze whaler grows to about 3 mctres and in bchaviour is 
similar to the common whelcr, being prone to make high-speed rushes at 
g@ivews and then turning aside at the wry lest moment. 

The tiger sharks are tho largest and most formidable shark to be 
ccncountcrcd in reef waters. The lergest dustralian sovcimcn, whach 
was capturcd off Neweastle, N.S.We, mcasurcd 6 metres. Tigcr sharks 
have a thick powerful body, a short pointcd snout, and o long pointed 
tail. If aroused it can bs a pb vorful ang aggressive attacker, and 
most of tic sherk attacks on nconia in Austvalia are now thougnt to be 


sy 


by this spceics. It is undiscriminating 11 what it swallows; itans fou: 
inside captured tigcr sharks include cmpty cans, dogs, lumps of coal, 
scabirds, and cvcn a hand bag containing a tic«iig watch. Perhaps the 
most notorious of australian sharks was tho tiger sherk in the aquarium 
at Coogee, ii.S.W., which soon aftcr its casturc in 1935 disgorged a man: 
arte 

The larg:st and most powerful sherk in Australian wasbeors is the 
gituet whitc pointer. (The specics which 'Jevws was all about) This 
specics may attain a length of 12 mctrcs, but cespitc its bulk it is a 
fast-swimaiug shark that fortunatoly sponds most of its time ranging the 
open ocvans, It is rarvly cncountcrcd in the shallowcr wat rs of tac 
Groat Berricr Recf, although it is found around rocky rccfs in southern 
Australian watcrs. 
; ~ Australicts Wildlifc Heritage, 

Vol. 6, Ps 2529-32 


TASMAITAN TIGER: 
- On the Tasmanian coat of arms arc two tasmanian Tigers, acting as 
supportors. For a nymber,of ycars the eamanien Statc govermacuts 
offcrcd a bounty on the head of this animal, and between 1865 and 1909 
no less than 2184 reward claims of the £1 bounty were paid. By the ycar 
4919 this marsupial had become rarc, and the scazch for the fow survivors 
inercascd as they worc worth a lot of monvy when caught alive for zoos. . 
The Tiger was given total protcction in 1938, but it was a bit late. 
In roecnt ycars cven the most sustained svarchcs have failed to discovez' 
any live tigcrs. If from its position on the coat of arms the marsupial 
can be considered ths official state cmblum it a¢ least remains as a 
warning to Tasmanians thet much of their wildlifc has only a fragile 
hold on lifc and nccds sustained protcction as well as proffcssional 


managemcat F ay ‘ ae 
Meepce See - Australia's Wildlifc Heritage. 


EDITOR'S NOTE; Isn't it a fair romindcr to cvcr, body cverywherc? 


QUESTION: What docs a dog do if he loses his tail? 
ANSWER: Hc gocs to a retail store (of course) 


OXECUTIVE NORES. 
Boing Annual mocbing time nominations have boon rcoccived for all posit- | 
fons, If you heve becn nominatcd for any positiin pleasc consider your & 
decision carcfully. Your assistance is necdca to ‘clp run the Club. 


The Club activitics program has becn complstad and will be available sow 


wonton ae 


ee 


Your help is needed to make Photoflora 76 a financial suucess, By so 
Going you will help to keep Club fees at the present low level, 
oe 


Membership fees are now due and payable to the Treasurer who will be 
pleased to receive your contribution, Also the Newsletter is still being 
mailed out to members who request it. $1.80 is the price for postage, 

as thereare no Newsletters Janusry or February. Pay this to the Editor. 
This will probably be my last Newsletter for some time, if mot the last 
one Zullstop. I have two important school years ahead of me, and I 

would rather be able to concentrate fully on my studies, if possible. 

So 2 new Editor is required. Is there anybody available as it would be 
sad to see the Newsletter close, even if it is only temporary. 


tenes 


What do you get if you pour boiling water down a vabbit hole? 
& hot cross bunny. 


RUSSIAN ARCHABOLOGISTS have uncarthed the first ever evidence that cave 
men made music; and in an organised way. It appears that the giant 
haizy elephant, the mammoth, was their main source of equipment. <A prce- 
historic six-piece ensemble made from mammoth!s bones and painted with 
orange clay has been found near Chernigov in the northern Ukr-" ne, 

Tt is difficult to pin-point the exact age, but they are avvut 20,000 
years old. The instruments include a bass dzum made from the mammoths 
skuil, kettle drums made from the shoulder blade and hip, and xylophones 
from the lower jaw bones, 


~ JUKE, December 10, 1975. 


EDWIN BEDGGOOD TAKE NOTE: 
Did you hear about the plumbers who went into Show business? 
They're now tap dancers, 


Well I just want everybody to know that I have really enjoyed working on 
this newsletter, and I hope the new Editor enjoys it has much as I have. 
Sec you in two ycars maybc.e 


Finally, my favorite riddlic. 


QUESTION; What is an ig? 
ANSWER: An Eskimo's house without a loo, 


Wy 


